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Dear Parents and Guardians,

We hope that this update finds you all well as we begin week five of distance learning.
In the past four weeks we have transformed learning, moving from a physical in-school
learning institution to a virtual online learning community. The shift in teacher
pedagogy, parental support and student independence has been enormous. This has
required extra personal efforts from everyone to make this life changing approach
successful. We are extremely grateful and thankful to everyone as they continuously
make this inner personal change and engage with new technologies.

In the past week we have received parental feedback from various forums, daily
reports from teachers, and responses from a student survey conducted in grades 3 to
5 about their experiences of distance learning. Some highlights include:

e most students are using laptops,

e their favourite subject is mathematics,

e the majority of lesson instructions are clear and well presented,
and daily reading is becoming more habitual.

Overwhelmingly, 71% of students prefer seeing their teachers face when learning,
either live streaming and/or pre-recorded videos. In the past two weeks we have been
trialling live streaming lessons in small groups with EAL and some grade 4 classes. As
we refine the synchronous engagement rules, timings and technology strategies, we
will expand the programme across the school. Other areas to develop are unit of
inquiry lessons, amount of work given out, and a choice of lessons not requiring too
much screen time. As we make these improvements we hope students will become
more independent and autonomous in their daily learning and routines.

And to finish, the student survey also revealed only 34% of students in Grades 3 to 5 are
keeping in contact with friends during isolation. It’s very important to keep connected, and
we have the technology to help us. Under your supervision, do please look for opportunities
for your child to connect with family and friends using conferencing platforms, such as Google
Hangouts — your class teacher can assist with this, Zoom, Microsoft Teams, BOTIM,
GoToMeeting and others. Just for chatting ....

We really appreciate your support and involvement with distance learning implementation.
Huge, huge thanks.

Mr Wayne

Head of School IPK
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