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Dear student 
 
You are at a very important stage in your education, for it is now you must decide on the five non-
core exam courses you wish to study over Year 10 and 11.  These will lay the foundation for study 
in a sixth form college or for your future career. 
 
This guide has been designed to help you make your decisions as well as giving you some advice 
on what to select.  There are a number of people to help you: 
 

• Parents 
• Form tutor 
• Careers Advisor 
• School Counsellor 
• Head of School 
• Subject teachers 
• Senior staff 

 
When considering courses, there are a number of questions you should be asking yourself: 
 
Should I select a subject just because I like it? 
 
You are more likely to do well if you enjoy a subject, but there will be courses on offer that you 
have not previously studied and there may be particular subjects which are important for the 
career you have in mind.  You can read about the various subjects on offer in this brochure. 
 
Which subjects do my teachers recommend? 
 
Your subject teachers know your ability and the standard of your work throughout Key Stage 3.  
Your tutor and teachers know you well, and they will be able to offer advice about the best 
balance of courses for you.  Ensure you talk about your decisions with your parents/carers and 
teachers.   
 
What will I need for my chosen career? 
 
The best advice is to decide what general areas of work interests you, look at the courses available 
in the brochure and then decide on the appropriate choice. 
 
Things to do! 
 

• Read the booklet carefully 
• Talk it over with your parents/carers 
• Ask your form tutor for advice 
• Speak to your teachers, our Careers Advisor and your Head of Year 
• Complete the Guided Choices form given to you by your tutor and hand it in to the School 

Office by Thursday 6th December 2018.   
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University Advising & Careers 
Counselling at RAK ACADEMY 
RAK Academy aims to assist our students as they plan their path to university and beyond. The 
university application process is both challenging and exciting, and requires good preparation. 

Beginning in Year 9 and continuing through Year 13 (IGCSE or IB), we provide students with 
careful guidance on course selection and academic performance. 

Careers Counselling 

• Offers interest surveys and personality testing 
• Assistance in course selection geared towards a future career 
• Shows students how to research careers online through books and catalogues that are 

provided in the sixth form. 
• Encourages students to gain work experience and assists them with their applications and 

scholarships. 

Advice on choosing Universities 

• Helps students to find out what qualifications are needed for their intended course of study 
and to get into universities worldwide 

• Teaches students how to choose a course of study and find the right university for them. 
Factors such as location, university rankings, entry requirements, tuition fees, and 
application deadlines, application strategies and the application cycle are considered. 

• Teaches students how to write personal statements and college essays in special 
workshops 

• Helps students & parents understand local & international university requirements for 
IGCSE & IB students 

Purpose of the Personality Test: 

1. It is a tool that allows students to understand the basic information about who they are. 
2. Supports students in their transition from high school to college 
3. Develops decision making skills and positive attitudes to enter the job market 
4. Encourages students to have realistic expectations 
5. Develops the attributes & behaviors of students to meet life challenges during school & 

after college. 

For any further enquiries about universities, careers or course selection, feel free to contact Mr. 
Wadih located in the sixth form. 

 

 

 
 

Wadih Abou Aziz 
University Advisor / Careers Counsellor 
Email: wadih.abouaziz@rakacademy.org  
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Useful links 
 
Ministry of Education:  www.moe.gov.ae 
 
 
International exams 
Cambridge International  www.cambridgeinternational.org  
Edexcel:   https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/home.html 
IELTS:    www.ielts.org 
TOEFL:    www.ets.org/toefl 
SAT:    www.collegeboard.org 

 
 
University guidance:  UCAS: www.ucas.com  
    Common application: www.commonapp.org 
    Big Future: www.bigfuture.collegeboard.org 

Unistats: www.unistats.direct.gov.uk  
Top Universities www.topuniversities.com  

 
Careers advice & support: Courses/careers: www.courses-careers.com  
    Careers portal: www.careers-portal.co.uk  
    Futurewise: www.myfuturewise.org.uk 
    Future Morph: www.futuremorph.org  
    STEM: www.wherestemcantakeyou.co.uk 
    Career test: www.yourfreecareertest.com 

Personality Test:   www.truity.com/test/300-question-personality-test 

 
And finally … 
 
Subjects are placed into blocks for timetabling; consequently not all combinations will be possible.  
 
All students must make a reserve choice on the option form. This can be from any of the subjects 
offered.  
 
Whilst we do our best to ensure you get the choices you have made, there are times when this 
proves impossible. There are a number of reasons for this. For example, some courses may not run 
if there is insufficient demand. Some may clash on the timetable. We will always consult you if this 
happens. However, it is important that you put as much thought into your reserve choice as you do 
your other choices.  
 
Once students start a course they are expected to finish it, so please choose carefully.  In all but 
the most exceptional of circumstances, there will be no transfers to other courses. 
     
The completed sheet should be handed in to the School Office by Thursday 6th 
December 2018.  If you hand in your form late, you are less likely to get the choices 
you want. 
 
Please rest assured your future is of the utmost importance and we will do our best to 
accommodate your choices, ensuring they are the best ones to support your future, whatever that 
may be. 
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Performance Measures 
How student performance will be measured and reported 
The Ministry of Education for the United Arab Emirates (Ministerial Resolution (848) of 2018 
stipulates that students will be unable to graduate from Year 11 without achieving a minimum of 
five iGCSEs in approved subjects at a Grade D or higher. This will mean that students failing to 
achieve these grades will be forced to repeat Year 11.  

The Ministry of Education requirement is a minimum, students should aspire to achieve the very 
best possible grades, internationally a Grade C is considered a ‘good pass’.  

Students wishing to progress and attend one of the world’s most prestigious universities should be 
aspiring to achieve as many as eight iGCSEs at a Grade C or above, with most universities expecting 
students to achieve Grade B or higher in each of the eight iGCSEs studied.  

iGCSE Grading  
 Key Stage 3 

RAKA Grading Decimals 
Key Stage 4 

IGCSE Grades 
Supporting 
Comments 

Emerging 9.1 G  

Developing 

9.2 F  

9.3 E MOE Minimum 

9.4 D  

Embedded 

9.5 C International Pass 

9.6 B  

9.7 B  

Exceeding 
9.8 A  

9.9 A*  

 

Early Entry 
All students in Year 9 will be working towards June 2020 Year 10 IGCSE entry English, Maths and 
Science. In January 2020, the school will decide on who will sit early entry, based on a CAT score 
of at least 100+, together with consistently high IGCSE internal assessment grades.  
 
(This is a process based on performance and attitude-please note that parents/guardians will not 
be able to request early entry).  
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Key Stage 4 Guided Pathways 
Supporting you in your decision making  

To support you in your decision making and secure the best route for your future success, each 
student has been placed in one of three guided pathways as outlined below. Their placement has 
been determined by their CAT4 scores that were collated at the beginning of the academic year.  
 
The three guided pathways aim to provide a choice of subjects that allow an appropriate blend of 
challenge and support. They will ensure that students study subjects where they have the best 
chance of success, measured against varying national and international benchmarks.  
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*Denotes subjects that are not recognised by the Ministry of Education for equivalence purposes 
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Tutor time discussions 
How you make the best choices 

It is really important to make the right decision about the subjects you choose to study in Key 
Stage 4. You will not be able to make changes once the courses have started, so think very 
carefully about what you want. 
 
Consider subjects, combinations of subjects and the amount and type of coursework and/or 
independent study that will be needed. It is often best to study a breadth of subjects. 
 
Don’t choose any subject just because you like a particular teacher, as there is no guarantee that 
this member of staff will teach you. Don’t pick because your friends make a choice, as you may 
be put in a different class, and you must choose what is right for you – not them! 
 
Going through the steps below with your form tutor will help you decide what will be right for you. 
 
 
Stage 1 – Your Future 
 
What are your thoughts and plans for the future? Do you think you will go to university or into the 
world of work when you leave RAKA? Will you be living in the UAE or heading abroad for work or 
further study? Do you have an idea of the sort of work you eventually see yourself doing? Have 
you an idea of the career you want to follow? 
 
Filling in each of the following where you can, should help you: 
 
After I leave school I can see myself going: 

To an  
International University  To UAE University  To work  

 
 
The subject area(s) I want to study for my degree are: 
 
 
 
 
 
The entry criteria for the university I wish to attend is: 
 
 
 
 
 
The qualifications needed for me to go straight into work are:  
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Stage 2 – Subjects from Key Stage 3 
 
Think about how well you are progressing in your Key Stage 3 subjects. Fill in the boxes on the 
right of each subject: your target grade, your performance in each subject according to your most 
recent report, how much you enjoy it – or not! (score yourself 5 down to 1) and why. 
 

Subject Target 
Grade 

Last 
report 

Like:  
5 – 1 Reasons 

Arabic*     
Art**     
Computing     
Design & Technology     
English *     
French     
Geography     
History     
Islamic *     
Maths *     
Music**     
Physical Education**     
Science *     
 
* Compulsory subjects 
**Denotes subjects that are not recognised by the Ministry of Education for equivalence purposes 

 
 
Stage 3 – Subjects you don’t know 
 
Now think about the subjects you haven’t tackled yet but may be available to you from next year. 
Find out all you can about them from this booklet, from your parents, by asking teachers and from 
asking students in Years 10 and 11. Write down the skills and subjects linked to success in each 
subject and whether or not you think you might enjoy each one, and why.  
 

Subject Skills/subjects I need Like the sound of it:  
5-1 and why 

Business   
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What can I choose? 

The Core Curriculum 

All students will work for iGCSEs in English Language and Maths. These subjects run alongside 
Ministry of Education Certificates in Arabic, as well as Islamic Studies. Students will also follow a 
programme in Arabic Social Studies, Moral Education and Core PE.  

The Guided Pathway Curriculum 

Students are then required to choose one subject from each option column, as prescribed by their 
guided pathway. You will find out which pathway your child will follow from the Guided Pathway 
Submission form that needs to be returned to the School Office by Thursday 6th December 
2018.   

* Denotes subjects that are not recognised by the Ministry of Education for equivalence purposes 

Pa
th

w
ay

 

Core Subjects 
Column A 
Select one 

subject 

Column B 
Select one 

subject 

Column C 
Select one 

subject 

Column D 
Select one 

subject 

Column E 
Select one 

subject 

R 

M
in

ist
ry

 A
ra

bi
c 

Is
la

m
ic

 S
tu

di
es

 
M

or
al

 E
du

ca
tio

n 
 

En
gl

ish
 L

an
gu

ag
e 

&
 Li

te
ra

tu
re

 

M
at

hs
 E

xt
en

de
d 

an
d 

Ad
va

nc
ed

 

 
Physics 

Extended 
 

 
 

Chemistry 
 

Biology 
 
 

 
Geography  

 
History 

 

 
Arabic* 

 
Business 
Studies 

 
Computer 

Science 
 

French 
 

History 
 

ICT 

 
Art* 

 
Biology 

 
Computer 

Science 
 

DT 
 

Music* 
 

PE* 
 

Spanish* 

A 

M
in

ist
ry

 A
ra

bi
c 

Is
la

m
ic

 S
tu

di
es

 
M

or
al

 E
du

ca
tio

n 
 

En
gl

ish
 L

an
gu

ag
e 

&
 Li

te
ra

tu
re

 

M
at

hs
 E

xt
en

de
d 

 
Physics 

Extended 
 

 
 

Chemistry 
 

Biology 
 

 
 
 

Geography  
 

History 
 
 

 
Arabic* 

 
Business 
Studies 

 
Computer 

Science 
 

French 
 

History 
 

ICT 
 

 
Art* 

 
Biology 

 
Computer 

Science 
 

DT 
 

Music* 
 

PE* 

K 

M
in

ist
ry

 A
ra

bi
c 

Is
la

m
ic

 S
tu

di
es

 
M

or
al

 E
du

ca
tio

n 
 

En
gl

ish
 

La
ng

ua
ge

 

M
at

hs
 E

xt
en

de
d 

Physics 
Extended 

Chemistry 
 

Biology 

Geography 
 

History 



11 
 

The Core Curriculum 
 

Arabic** 

 

English Language 
 

English Literature 

 

Islamic Studies** 
 

Mathematics 

 

Advance Mathematics 

 

Moral Education*** 
 

Physical Education*** 
    *Available for students in Pathway R 

  **Ministry of Education required courses 

***Non-examined 
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IGCSE English First Language 
 

Cambridge International Examinations– CIE 0500 English First Language   

Who is this course suitable for and why choose it? 
It is compulsory to study English. This course allows learners to:  
• develop the ability to communicate clearly, accurately and effectively when speaking and writing  
• learn how to use a wide range of vocabulary, correct grammar, spelling and punctuation  
• develop a personal style and an awareness of the audience being addressed.  
Learners are also encouraged to read widely, both for their own enjoyment and to further their 
awareness of the ways in which English can be used. IGCSE First Language English also develops 
more general analysis and communication skills such as inference, and the ability to order facts and 
present opinions effectively.  
 
Brief introduction:    
Main aims of the course and skills developed throughout the course 
The aims are to enable students to:  
• read a wide range of texts, fluently and with good understanding, enjoying and appreciating a 
variety of language  
• read critically, and use knowledge gained from wide reading to inform and improve their own 
writing  
• write accurately and effectively, using Standard English appropriately  
• work with information and with ideas in language by developing skills of evaluation, analysis, use 
and inference  
• listen to, understand, and use spoken language effectively  
• acquire and apply a wide vocabulary, alongside a knowledge and understanding of grammatical 
terminology and linguistic conventions. 
 
Areas of study – what will I learn? 
Throughout the two years, students will improve their reading and writing skills. They will have the 
opportunity to respond with understanding to a rich array of reading texts during the course as a 
whole. They will use these texts to inform and inspire their own writing, and write in a range of 
text types for different purposes and audiences. 
 
Course assessment – how will I be assessed? 
100% Examination. All candidates take two papers: Paper 1 and Paper 2. 
 

Paper 1: Reading 
2 hours 50%  
Structured and extended writing 
questions  
Questions will be based on three 
reading texts  
Externally assessed 

Paper 2: Directed Writing and 
Composition 
2 hours 50%  
Extended writing question and a 
composition task  
 
Externally assessed 

 
Where might the course take you? 
Apart from improving your ability to speak and write in English, this course will give you some of 
the skills that you need to study English at Key Stage 5, as well as improve your overall English 
language abilities. 

 
Subject contact:  Subject Leader – Ms. E O’Kane: elaine.okane@rakacademy.org 

Key Stage Co-Ordinator- Ms. P Anil: preetha.anil@rakacademy.org 
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IGCSE English Literature 
Cambridge International Examinations– CIE 0475 English Literature  

 
Who is this course suitable for and why choose it? 
This is a compulsory course for students in Pathway R and A which offers learners the opportunity 
to read, interpret, evaluate and respond to a range of literature in English. The range includes drama, 
prose and poetry. It enables learners to deepen their understanding and appreciation of the ways 
in which writers use English to express meaning and achieve effects. IGCSE Literature in English will 
stimulate learners to read for pleasure and to explore wider and universal issues, promoting a better 
understanding of themselves and the world. 
 
Brief introduction:    
Main aims of the course and skills developed throughout the course 
The syllabus enables learners to read, interpret and evaluate texts through the study of literature 
in English. Learners develop an understanding of literal meaning, relevant contexts and of the 
deeper themes or attitudes that may be expressed. Through their studies, they learn to recognise 
and appreciate the ways in which writers use English to achieve a range of effects, and will be able 
to present an informed, personal response to the material they have studied. The syllabus also 
encourages the exploration of wider and universal issues, promoting learners’ better 
understanding of themselves and of the world around them. 
 
Areas of study – what will I learn? 
Throughout the two years, you will improve your analytical skills and learn how authors write. 
You’ll also get the chance to voice your opinions and feelings about worldwide issues such as 
prejudice, love, belonging and poverty, to name but a few.  
 
Course assessment – how will I be assessed? 
100% Examination  
 
Paper 1 1 hour 30 minutes 
Poetry and Prose 50% 
50 marks 
Two questions on two texts: 
one poetry and 
one prose 
Externally assessed 
 

Paper 3 45 minutes 
Drama (Open Text) 25% 
25 marks 
One question on one text 
Externally assessed 
 

Paper 4 1 hour 15 minutes 
Unseen 25% 
25 marks 
One question requiring critical 
commentary 
Externally assessed 
 

 
Where might the course take you? 
Studying English literature helps to sharpen your analytical skills. If you can take a text and find 
the themes, then connect it with other texts, theories and historical events, you are showing that 
you can handle complex ideas, search for patterns and interpret information in a wider context. 
You will also develop your planning and research skills as well as gain knowledge of history, 
culture, philosophy and even human behaviour.  
English is good for any job that involves communication, writing and / or literary knowledge. These 
include: advertising and marketing, writing and journalism, law, consultancy, 
business, teaching, performing arts, academia, government, linguistics, foreign languages, media 
and design.  

 
Subject contact:  Subject Leader – Ms. E O’Kane: elaine.okane@rakacademy.org 

Key Stage Co-Ordinator- Ms. P Anil: preetha.anil@rakacademy.org 
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GCSE Mathematics 
Exam board and specification number – Edexcel 1MA1 

 
Who is this course suitable for and why choose it? 
This is a core subject that all students take. It is essential in life to have good numeracy skills and to be able 
to solve problems. Many career pathways, apprenticeships and college and university courses require a 
certain level of mathematics in order for students to be accepted on to them. 
  
Brief introduction:  
Main aims of the course and skills developed throughout the course 
To develop fluent knowledge, skills and understanding of mathematical methods and concept; to acquire, 
select and apply mathematical techniques to solve problems; to be able to reason mathematically, make 
deductions and draw conclusions and to understand and interpret mathematical information in a variety of 
ways. 
 
Areas of study – what will I learn? 
Mathematics falls into 6 key areas and aims to develop these skills and develop an aptitude for problem 
solving using these skills. The 6 key areas are: 
 

• Number 
• Algebra 
• Ratio, Proportion and rates of change 
• Geometry and measures 
• Probability 
• Statistics 

 
Course assessment – how will I be assessed? 
100% Examination. All candidates take three papers 
The course provides two tiers of entry, a foundation and higher tier to ensure students are best placed to 
ensure exam success.  
 
Paper 1:  
1 hour 30mins  
33% 
Non-Calculator 
 
Externally assessed 

Paper 2:  
1 hour 30mins  
33% 
Calculator 
 
Externally assessed 

Paper 3:  
1 hour 30mins  
33% 
Calculator 
 
Externally assessed 

 
Where might the course take you? 
 
A high level of mathematics is sought by all employers and the types of course available to you at college 
and beyond are usually defined by your grade in mathematics. 
 
Mathematics is used in all careers but is a vital skill for careers in accountancy, business, banking, science 
and technology based careers. Students that achieve good qualifications in Mathematics are in high demand 
in this country and worldwide and are very well paid as a result! 
 

 

Subject contact: Subject Leader: Mr S Nair - shammi.nair@rakacademy.org 
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Additional Mathematics*  
Exam board and specification number – CIE 0606 

 
Who is this course suitable for and why choose it? 
The overarching goal of the Mathematics is to ensure that all students achieve a level of mastery 
of mathematics that will serve them well in life, and for those who have the interest and ability, to 
purse mathematics at the highest possible level. 

 
Brief introduction:  
Main aims of the course and skills developed throughout the course 
• Acquire and apply mathematical concepts and skills 
• Develop positive attitudes towards mathematics and able pursue mathematics at the highest 

possible level. 
• The Variation in pace and syllabus adds to the flexibility and choice with in the secondary 

mathematics curriculum.  At the higher secondary level, students who are interested in 
mathematics and are more mathematically inclined may choose to offer Additional Mathematics 
as an elective at the IGCSE Level.  This gives them the opportunity to learn more Mathematics 
that would prepare them well for courses of study that require higher mathematics.  
 

 
Areas of study – what will I learn? 
Mathematics falls into wide key areas and aims to develop these skills and develop an aptitude for 
problem solving and real-life application using these skills. The key areas are: 
Set Notation and Language, Functions, Quadratics, Indices and Surds, Factors of Polynomials, 
Simultaneous Equations, Logarithms and Exponential Functions, Straight Line Graphs, Circular 
Measure Trigonometry, Permutations and Combinations, Binomial Expansion, Vectors, Matrices, 
Differentiation and Integration. 
 
 
Course assessment – how will I be assessed? 
100% Examination. All candidates take two papers 
 

Paper 1:  
2 hours 
50% 
Calculator 
 
Externally assessed 

Paper 2:  
2 hours 
50% 
Calculator 
 
Externally assessed 

 
Where might the course take you? 
A high level of mathematics is sought by all employers and the types of course available to you at 
college and beyond are usually defined by your grade in mathematics. 
 
Mathematics is used in all careers but is a vital skill for careers in engineering, medicine, 
accountancy, business, banking, science and technology based careers. Students that achieve 
good qualifications in Mathematics are in high demand in this country and worldwide and are very 
well paid as a result! 
 
 

Subject contact:  Subject Leader – Mr Shammi Nair: shammi.nair@rakacademy.org 
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The Guided Pathway Curriculum 
You will need to choose one subject from each column, according to your Guided Pathway You will 
find out which pathway your child will follow from the Guided Pathway Submission form that needs 

to be returned to the School Office by Thursday 6th December 2018. 
 

Arabic Second Language* 

Art* 

Biology 

Business Studies 

Chemistry 

Computer Science 

Design Technology 

Geography 

History 

ICT 

Music* 

Physics 

Physical Education* 
 

Spanish* 
 

*Denotes subjects that are not recognised by the Ministry of Education for equivalence purposes 
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IGCSE Arabic Second Language* 
Exam board and specification number – Cambridge International Examinations - 0544 

Who is this course suitable for and why choose it? 
IGCSE Arabic is designed for students who have some previous experience or knowledge of 
learning the target language. The main focus of the course is on the acquisition of language 
required for everyday social interaction. This course is not available for students who are native 
Arabic speakers. 

 
Brief introduction:    
Main aims of the course and skills developed throughout the course 
You will have the opportunity to develop your ability to communicate accurately, appropriately and 
effectively in both the written and spoken word. Students will also have the opportunity to 
understand and respond to what they read. Students will be able to enjoy and appreciate the 
variety of languages and other areas of study by developing skills of a more general application. 
 

Areas of study – what will I learn? 
The syllabus develops your understanding and ability to communicate across the following topics: 
application  

• Life at home and abroad 
• Food and drink 
• Health and fitness 
• School 
• Myself, family and friends 
• Free times and social activities 
• Home, town and local areas 
• The environment and society 
• Further education and work 
• Language and communication in the workplace 
• Travel at home and abroad 
• World events and issues 

 

Course assessment – how will I be assessed? 
100% Examination. All candidates take three papers 
 
Paper 1: Reading 
1 hour 33% 
Comprehension based 
questions related to a number 
of given texts 
 
Externally assessed 

Paper 2: Speaking 
15 mins 33%  
Candidates undertake 
presentation and general 
conversation role plays. 
 
Internally assessed 
Externally moderated 

Paper 3: Written 
1 hour 33%  
Candidates respond to three 
tasks in written Arabic 
language 
  
Internally assessed 
Externally moderated 

 
Where might the course take you? 
Apart from improving your ability to speak and write in Arabic, this course will give you some of 
the skills that you need to study Arabic at Key Stage 5, as well as improve your overall Arabic 
language abilities. 

Subject contact:  Subject Leader – Mr. Ibrahem Alqabbani: Ibrahem.alqabbani@rakacademy.org 
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GCSE Art and Design* (9-1) 

Exam board and specification number – Edexcel (4FA1) 

Who is this course suitable for and why choose it? 
 
This course is suitable for students in Pathway R and A, who have good basic drawing skills and who have completed 
KS3 Art. Students must have the motivation to explore and develop their ideas in response to set themes. They should 
be independent thinkers and be able to reflect upon their work. Commitment and enthusiasm towards the subject is a 
vital ingredient for success on this course. Students will be able to use their imagination and experiment with a range of 
materials so that they can develop their ideas into visually interesting outcomes. 

 
Brief introduction:    
Main aims of the course and skills developed throughout the course 
 
 For IGCSE Art students will be able to: 

• Develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating critical understanding of sources. 
• Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting with appropriate media, materials, techniques and 

processes. 
• Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions as work progresses. 
• Present a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions and demonstrates understanding of visual 

language. 
 

Areas of study – what will I learn? 
In studying GCSE Art you will learn to: 

• Use the formal elements through a range of compositions. 
• Communicate ideas through observations and annotation. 
• Experiment with different materials such as wet, dry resistant, malleable and digital. 
• Demonstrate an understanding of colour and light. 
• Use digital and/or non-digital applications. 
• Understand the effects of combining different materials to create creative solutions. 
• Carry out visual research using primary and secondary sources effectively. 

 
Course assessment – how will I be assessed? 
 

• Component 1: Personal Portfolio 
Centre devised theme. Students create a portfolio of work that demonstrates their knowledge, understanding 
and skills of the theme.  
10 hour mock exam. 
Worth 50% of overall grade. 
 

• Component 2: Externally-set Assignment 
Externally set theme. Released 2nd January of final year. 
Students must create a body of work in response to an externally-set theme, set by Edexcel. 
Final 10 hour exam.  
Worth 50% of overall grade. 
 

Where might the course take you? 
 
Further study options at RAK Academy include: 

• AS Art 
• A Level Art 
• IB Visual Art 

 
IGCSE Art is a useful qualification for any student wishing to pursue a creative career in the field of Art, Craft and Design 
 

Subject contact:  Subject Leader – Ms. Griffin (brenda.griffin@rakacademy.org) 
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IGCSE Business Studies 
Exam board and specification number – Cambridge International Examinations - 0450 

 
Who is this course suitable for and why choose it? 
 
This course would be suitable for students who are keen to understand how businesses operate in the real 
world. Students will learn to appreciate the role of people in business, how to calculate and interpret 
business data, analyse business situations and provide appropriate recommendations. The course is aimed 
at students who are creative thinkers, have a fair grasp of Mathematics and who are committed and 
enthusiastic about learning how businesses work.  
 
 
Brief introduction:  
Main aims of the course and skills developed throughout the course 
 
The course is designed to give you an understanding of the different forms of business organisations, the environment 
in which businesses operate and business functions such as marketing, operations and finance.  
 
 
Areas of study – what will I learn? 
Students will be given the opportunity to explore the following themes: 
 

• Understanding business activity 
• People in business 
• Marketing 
• Operations Management 
• Financial information and decisions 
• External influences on business activity 

 
 
Course assessment – how will I be assessed? 
100% Examination. All candidates take two papers 
 

Paper 1: Short response questions (2, 
4 & 6 marks) 
1 hour 30 min 50% 
 
Contains short answer questions in 
response to 4 short case studies  
 
 
Externally assessed 

Paper 2: Extended response 
questions (8 & 12 marks) 
1 hour 30 min 50% 
Students will respond to a longer case 
study and answer four extended questions 
using stimulus material 
 
Externally assessed 

 
 
Where might the course take you? 
 
This course is good preparation for A Level courses in Business, Economics or IB Business Management. It 
would also be useful to any students who wish to set up or run their own business. Students interested in a 
wide range of careers including retail, accounting, travel & tourism, financial services, charities and general 
management would benefit from the skills and themes covered. 
 
 

Subject contact: Mr Bassel Rayes: - bassel.rayes@rakacademy.org 
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IGCSE Biology 

Exam board and specification number – Cambridge International iGCSE 0610  
  
Who is this course suitable for and why choose it?  
  
Cambridge iGCSE Biology enables learners to:  
• Increase their understanding of the technological world.  
• Take an informed interest in scientific matters.  
• Recognise the usefulness of scientific method: how to apply this to other disciplines and everyday life.  
• Develop an interest, and a care for, the environment.  
  
This programme balances a thorough knowledge and understanding of Biology, and develops skills that will 
be useful for further education or employment.  
  
Brief introduction:     
Main aims of the course and skills developed throughout the course  
  
• Develop practical skills relevant to the study and practice of Biology  
• Encourage a systematic approach to problem solving  
• Encourage safe practice in investigative work  
• Develop effective communication through the language of science.  
• Develop a concern for accuracy and precision, objectivity, integrity, and initiative in Biology.  
  
Areas of study – what will I learn?  
  
Pupils will study a variety of biological concepts including but not limited to;  

• Classification of living organisms  
• Biological molecules  
• Plant nutrition  
• Respiration  
• Inheritance  
• Biotechnology and genetic engineering  

  
Course assessment – how will I be assessed?  
  

• 100% examination, students will sit 3 papers.  
  

Paper Paper type Final grade (%) Time (min) Core/Extended 
Paper 1 Multiple choice 30 45 Core 
Paper 2 Multiple choice 30 45 Extended 
Paper 3 Short and long 

written answer 
50 75 Core 

Paper 4 Short and long 
written answer 

50 75 Extended 

Paper 6 Alternative to 
practical 

20 60 Core and Extended 

  
Where might the course take you?  
  
IGCSE Biology provides a good scientific foundation for all careers paths, allowing pupils to develop 
their analytical skills, practical techniques, and knowledge application in a range of areas. It can lead to AS 
and A level in Biology, or Biology as a subject choice in IB. IGCSE Biology will develop skills in scientific 
communication, logical progression of Biological theory, and basic mathematical skills which are a pre-
requisite for many career pathways. Students considering the field of teaching, psychology, medicine, 
biological research or the general health profession should consider taking this course.   

 
Subject contact:  Subject Leader – Dr R Thorn, Rebecca.Thorn@rakacademy.org  
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IGCSE Chemistry   
Exam board and specification number – Cambridge International iGCSE 0620  

  
Who is this course suitable for and why choose it?  
  
Cambridge iGCSE Chemistry enables learners to:  

• Develop relevant attitudes, such as concern for accuracy and precision, objectivity, integrity, 
enquiry, initiative and inventiveness.  
• Recognise the usefulness of scientific method, and how to apply this to other disciplines and 
everyday life.  

  
This programme balances a thorough knowledge and understanding of Chemistry, and develops skills that 
will be useful for further education or employment.  
  
Brief introduction:     
Main aims of the course and skills developed throughout the course  
  
• Develop practical skills relevant to the study and practice of Chemistry  
• Enable learners to appreciate that the applications of science may be both beneficial and detrimental 
to the individual, and the community and the environment.  
• Encourage safe practice in investigative work.  
• Develop effective communication through the language of science.  
• Develop a concern for accuracy and precision, objectivity, integrity, and initiative in Chemistry.  
  
Areas of study – what will I learn?  
  
Pupils will study a variety of Chemistry concepts including but not limited to;  

• The particulate nature of matter  
• Atoms, elements and compounds.  
• Stoichiometry  
• Acids, bases and salts  
• The Periodic Table  
• Organic chemistry  

  
Course assessment – how will I be assessed?  
  

• 100% examination, students will sit 3 papers.  
  

Paper Paper type Final grade (%) Time (min) Core/Extended 
Paper 1 Multiple choice 30 45 Core 
Paper 2 Multiple choice 30 45 Extended 
Paper 3 Short and long 

written answer 
50 75 Core 

Paper 4 Short and long 
written answer 

50 75 Extended 

Paper 6 Alternative to 
practical 

20 60 Core and Extended 

  
Where might the course take you?  
  
IGCSE Chemistry is the scientific discipline involved with compounds or atoms, elements, and molecules. It 
can lead to AS and A level in Chemistry, or Chemistry as a subject choice in IB. IGCSE Chemistry will develop 
skills in scientific communication, the ability to predict and make observations on chemical reactions, 
and calculating concentrations and reacting mass, which are a pre-requisite for many career pathways. 
Students considering the field of teaching, pharmacology, medicine, chemical engineering or the general 
health profession should consider this course.  
  

Subject contact:  Subject Leader – Dr R Thorn, Rebecca.Thorn@rakacademy.org   
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IGCSE Computer Science 
 

Exam board and specification number – Cambridge International Examinations (0478) 

 
Who is this course suitable for and why choose it? 
 

• The IGCSE Computer Science course is intended for learners in Pathway R and A, with an interest in 
learning about the functioning of computer systems 

• The course covers learning about how computer programs are designed and coded. 
• It is recommended that learners possess good knowledge of maths and/or science in order to 

understand and solve problems in topics that require higher level logical thinking 
 

Brief introduction:    
Main aims of the course and skills developed throughout the course 
 
Cambridge IGCSE Computer Science enables the learner to develop an interest in computing and to gain 
confidence in computational thinking and programming.  They develop their understanding of the main 
principles of problem solving using computers 
 
Areas of study – what will I learn? 
For IGCSE Computer Science learners should: 
 

• develop computational thinking 
• develop an understanding of the main principles of solving problems by using computers 
• develop an understanding of the component parts of computer systems and how they interrelate, 

including software, data, hardware, communications and people 
• acquire the skills necessary to apply this understanding to develop computer-based solutions to 

problems using a high-level programming language. 
 
Course assessment – how will I be assessed? 
Learners will prepare for two written papers. 

Paper 1: Theory (60%) 1 hour 45 minutes 
This written paper contains short-answer and structured questions. There is no choice of questions. 

Paper 2: Problem-solving and programming (40%)  1 hour 45 minutes 
This written paper contains short-answer and structured questions. There is no choice of questions. A 
fraction of the marks for this paper are from questions set on the pre-release material. 
 
 
Where might the course take you? 
 
Learners who are awarded grades C to A* in Cambridge IGCSE Computer Science are well prepared to 
follow courses leading to Cambridge International AS and A Level Computer Science, or the equivalent. The 
skills learnt during the course can also be used in other areas of study, employment and in everyday life. 

 
 

Subject contact:  Miss E Radman – emtiyaz.radman@rakacademy.org 
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IGCSE Design Technology   
Exam board and specification number - Cambridge IGCSE Design & Technology– 0445  

  
Who is this course suitable for and why choose it?  

• Any student who enjoys designing and creating solutions to problems.  
• The course provides an ideal basis for further study in Design & Technology.   
• The course is designed to accommodate a wide range of interests, materials and resources.   
• It equips students with the technical knowledge and practical designing and making skills for the  

world of work.   
 

Brief introduction:     
Main aims of the course and skills developed throughout the course  
The main aims are to enable students to:  

• develop creative thinking in areas relevant to design and technology  
• apply problem-solving skills to practical and technological problems  
• develop the communication skills central to design, realisation and evaluation   
• gain knowledge and understanding of design and technology   
• develop skills in research and investigation   
• design and make products, taking into consideration sustainability and the wider impact on society  
• develop the ability to make aesthetic, economic, ethical and technical value judgements.  

  
Areas of study – what will I learn?  
Graphic Products: 1. Formal drawing techniques, 2. Projections- views and developments, 3. Presenting 
and communicating information, 4. Materials and modelling, 5. Use of instruments and/or ICT, 6. 
Manufacture of graphic products  
  
Product Design :  1. Health and safety,  2.  Initiation and development of ideas, and recording data, 
3.  Communication of design ideas, 4. Use of technology in design and making, 5. Design & technology in 
society,   
6. Practical design application, 7. Environment and sustainability, 8. System & Control  
  
Course assessment – how will I be assessed?  

• Component 1- 2 exam papers – 25% each with a total of 50% examination (External).  
• Component 2 - 50% school-based assessment (Internally marked and externally moderated)  

  
1. Component 1- Examination: Paper 1- 1 hour 15 minutes based on knowledge of Product Design  

25% (50 marks) and Paper 2 -1 hour based on knowledge of Graphic products 25% (50 marks).   
  

2. Component 2: School-based Project 50% (100 marks). The school-based assessment is internally  
assessed and externally moderated.  

  
Where might the course take you?  
IGCSE Design Technology is the ideal base for progression into the IB Design Technology diploma (IBDP) 
pathway or AS/A-Level Design and Technology (Product Design). Design and Technology can lead to careers 
in a wide variety of industries such as;  fashion, engineering, architecture, information technology, CAD & 
CAM studies, manufacturing, aeronautical studies,  education and many other pathways.  
 

 
Subject contact:  Head of Department – Mr Gaston Campbell, Gaston.Campbell@rakacademy.org 
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IGCSE French 

 
Exam board and specification number – Cambridge Foreign Language (0520)  

  
 
Who is this course suitable for and why choose it?  
  

• This course is suitable for all students in Pathway R, who have studied French up to the end of year 
9 (KS3).  

• Allows for pupils to gain a solid foundation of the French language in four skills: Reading, Writing, 
Listening and Speaking.  

• Students can develop transferable skills (e.g. memorising, drawing of inferences) to 
complement other areas of the curriculum  

• IGCSE French forms a sound base of the skills, language and attitudes required for progression 
to work or further study, either in French or another subject area  

 
 
Brief introduction:     
Main aims of the course and skills developed throughout the course  
For IGCSE French students should:  
  
• Be confident in understanding how language works.  
• Understand and produce the French language in a variety of contexts.  
• Use acquired grammar skills correctly and punctuate and spell accurately.  
  
 
Areas of study – what will I learn?  
  

• Everyday activities:  
• Personal and social life:  
• The world around us   
• The world of work   
• The international world   

  
 
Course assessment – how will I be assessed?  

• 100% examination   
  

  
Where might the course take you?  
  
IGCSE French develops a set of transferable skills for understanding and communicating in everyday 
situations in French. Learners begin to develop cultural awareness of countries and communities where 
French is spoken. They acquire the essential linguistic skills required for progression to further studies or 
employment.  
  

  
Subject contact:  Subject Leader – Ms. Jakeya Khanom - Jakeya.khanom@rakacademy.org  
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IGCSE Geography  
 

Exam board and specification number – IGCSE CIE 0460 

 
Who is this course suitable for and why choose it? 
 
This course would be suitable for students who are curious about the world around them. Students need to 
have an enquiring mind and want to find out about both physical and human environments.  
 
Brief introduction:    
Main aims of the course and skills developed throughout the course 
 
The Cambridge IGCSE Geography curriculum aims to develop lifelong skills and practices. When studying 
geography, students gain insights into a range of practical, social, economic and environmental issues. In 
addition to core geographic skills (for example field work and the use of specialist equipment; preparing 
maps and diagrams; and using social surveys and interpretative methods), students develop a range of key 
skills that are relevant to many jobs and sectors. These include skills in research and data collection; analysis 
and evaluation; mathematical and computational skills; written and oral communications skills; report writing 
and data presentation; planning and problem-solving skills; creative thinking and an ability to recognise the 
moral and ethical issues involved in debates; time management; and the ability to meet deadlines.  
 
Areas of study – what will I learn? 
 
The content is covered within three themes:  

Ø 1 Population and settlement  
Ø 2 The natural environment  
Ø 3 Economic development.  

 
Course assessment – how will I be assessed? 
 

• 100% examination  
 
Paper 1: Geographical Themes (45%) 
Candidates must answer one question from each section.  
Theme 1: Population and settlement  
Theme 2: The natural environment  
Theme 3: Economic development  
 
Paper 2: Geographical Skills (27.5%) 
 
The paper is based on testing the interpretation and analysis of geographical information, decision making 
and the application of graphical and other techniques as appropriate.  
 
Paper 3: Coursework (27.5) 
Teachers set one school-based assignment of up to 2000 words. The coursework assignment will be based 
on human geography and will be marked by the teacher and moderated by CIE (Cambridge). 
 
Where might the course take you? 
 
IGCSE Geography enables you to embark on a career in a range of fields, including those in the education, 
commerce, industry, transport, tourism and public sectors. You'll also have many transferable skills, 
attracting employers from the business, law and finance sectors. 

 
Subject contact:  Subject Leader – Mr C. Maskill - callum.maskill@rakacademy.org  
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IGCSE History 
Exam board and specification number – IGCSE CIE 0470 

Who is this course suitable for and why choose it? 
This course would be suitable for students who wish to study most A levels and who would want to apply 
to university. History as a GCSE is accepted in most professions. Employers in media, journalism, education, 
law, industry, and the services (police, fire service, etc) would view History GCSE favourably.  
	
Brief introduction:    
Main aims of the course and skills developed throughout the course 
Students will develop their ability to: 

• Recall, select, organise and deploy knowledge of the course content and communicate it through 
description, explanation and analysis of the events, people, changes and issues studied. 

• Show that they understand and can analyse and interpret historical sources, in their context 
• Show that they can comprehend, analyse and evaluate how and why events, people, situations and 

changes have been interpreted and represented in relation to the historical themes and periods 
studied. 
 

Areas of study – what will I learn? 
ü International relations since 1919. This consists of seven key questions: 

• What caused the First World War? 
• Were the peace treaties of 1919-23 fair? 
• To what extent was the League of Nations a success? 
• Why had international peace collapsed by 1939? 
• Who was to blame for the Cold War? 
• How effectively did the USA contain the spread of Communism? 
• How secure was the USSR’s control over Eastern Europe, 1948-c.1989? 

ü Depth study: Germany 1918-45. This consists of three key questions: 
• Was the Weimar Republic doomed from the start? 
• Why was Hitler able to dominate Germany by 1934? 
• The Nazi regime.  
• How effectively did the Nazis control Germany, 1933-45?  
• What was it like to live in Nazi Germany? 

 
Course assessment – how will I be assessed? 
100% examination  
Paper 1 (2 hours, 40% of the mark) will consist of two sections: 

• Section A (Core Content) There will be four questions on the 20th century Core.  
• Section B (Depth Studies) will contain two questions on the Depth Study: Germany 1918-1945 
• All questions on Paper 1 will be structured into three parts and will be based on stimulus material. 

Paper 2 (2 hours, 33% of the mark) 
• In this paper candidates choose the 20th century option 
• The topics will be prescribed each year and will be taken from the Core Content. Each option will 

include a collection of source material relating to the prescribed topic, and a series of questions 
based on the material. 

Paper 4, Alternative to Coursework (1 hour, 27% of the mark) 
• On each of the Depth Studies one question will be set. It will be source-based and will be structured 

into several parts. It will test all the Assessment Objectives. Candidates must answer one question. 
 
Where might the course take you? 
IGCSE History enables you to embark on a career in a range of fields, including those in the education, 
commerce, industry and public sectors. You'll also have many transferable skills, attracting employers from 
the business, law and finance sectors. 

 

Subject contact:  Head of Humanities – Mrs J Neasham - jane.neasham@rakacademy.org 
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IGCSE ICT 
Exam board and specification number – Cambridge International Examinations (0417) 

 
Who is this course suitable for and why choose it? 
 

• The IGCSE ICT course is intended for learners in Pathway K to give them opportunity to enhance 
their practical ICT skills. 

• This course allows learners to study a variety of Microsoft applications.  
• The course also develops students’ theoretical knowledge of computer systems. 

 
Brief introduction:    
Main aims of the course and skills developed throughout the course 
 
The Information Communication Technology Syllabus encourages learners to develop lifelong skills, which 
will be useful to them in their work across the curriculum and prepare them for future employment.  They 
will work develop understanding of the implications of technology in society, including social, economic and 
ethical uses and awareness of the ways ICT can help in home, learning and work environments. 
 
Areas of study – what will I learn? 
 
The syllabus combines theoretical and practical studies focusing on the ability to use common software 
applications to solve problems.  The syllabus encourages learners to develop lifelong skills including: 

• the ability to understand and implement IT solutions using a range of software within a business 
environment including: 

o using e-mail software to communicate information 
o using advanced features in word processors to prepare and edit documents 
o using database software to manipulate data and represent data graphically 
o integrating data from different sources into a single document 
o using spreadsheet models to create and test a model, extracting and summarising data 
o creating a structured website with style sheets, tables and hyperlinks 
o creating an interactive multimedia presentation 
o representing data as information in a variety of formats 

 
• how to analyse, design, implement, test and evaluate Information and Communication Technology 

(ICT) systems  
• considering  the impact which new technologies will have on ways of working and the social, 

economic and ethical issues associated with them 
• awareness of the ways ICT can help in practical and work-related scenarios. 

 
Course assessment – how will I be assessed? 
 
IGCSE ICT learners will prepare for three examinations: 

• Paper 1: Written Paper  (40%) 2 hours 
• Paper 2: Practical Paper (30%) 2 hours and 30 minutes 
• Paper 3: Practical Paper (30%) 2 hours and 30 minutes 

 
Where might the course take you? 
 
Learners who are awarded grades A*-C in Cambridge IGCSE ICT are well prepared to follow courses leading 
to Cambridge International AS and A Level IT, or the equivalent. The skills learnt during this course can also 
be used in other areas of study, employment and in everyday life. 
 

Subject contact:  Subject Leader – Miss E Radman: emtiyaz.radman@rakacademy.org 
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GCSE Music* (9-1) 
 

Exam board and specification number – EDEXCEL MUSIC 1MU0 

 
Who is this course suitable for and why choose it? 
 

• This course is suitable for musical students in Pathway R and A who can play an instrument or sing. 
• Allows students to be creative, to perform, compose and analyse Music 
• Students must commit to regular practice on their chosen instrument/voice 
• Individual Music lessons are advised 

 
 
Brief introduction:    
Main aims of the course and skills developed throughout the course 
 
For GCSE Music students should: 
 
• Give a solo performance on their chosen instrument/sing, in their preferred musical style 
• Develop ensemble skills and perform an independent part in a group performance 
• Study a wide range of music from different times, genres and cultures 
• Develop analytical skills allowing them to compare and contrast musical features 
• Develop composition skills 
• Use Music software to produce their composition, or recording hardware 
• Learn and use appropriate notation techniques 
• Compose two pieces lasting a total of 4 minutes, one to a set brief issued by the exam board 
 
Areas of study – what will I learn? 
 
There are three skills developed throughout the course these are:  

• Understanding Music 
• Performing 
• Composing 

These skills are taught and developed through the areas of study: 
• Instrumental Music 1700-1820 
• Vocal Music 
• Music for Stage and Screen 
• Fusions 

 
Course assessment – how will I be assessed? 
 
Coursework: Total 60% 

• 30% Performance (15% Solo performance, 15% Ensemble performance) 
• 30% Composition (15% for each of two compositions)   

Examination: 40%  
• Understanding Music: a listening examination in May/June of Yr11 based on the set works from the 

Areas of Study  
 

 
Where might the course take you? 
 
GCSE Music enables students to do more than simply develop as musicians. It develops communication and 
analytical skills, it allows expression and creativity and can be the launch pad for a lifelong love of Music or 
lead to further study at AS and A Level. Music careers can be wide ranging encompassing the performing 
arts, media, music recording and engineering. The dedication and skills that musicians develop through 
practice and perseverance are highly regarded by Universities and employers in all fields. 

 
Subject contact:  Subject Leader – Mrs L. O’Connor: lynda.oconnor@rakacademy.org 
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IGCSE Physical Education* 
Exam Board: Cambridge International Examinations 

Course Title: IGCSE Physical Education (0413) 
 
Who is this course suitable for and why choose it? 
 

• This course should be chosen by students who have a keen interest in a variety of sports 
• Students need to understand that the practical elements are heavily Biology based 
• It is has both a practical and theory element so a students needs to be a good all rounder to gain a 

good mark in this course 
 
 
Brief introduction:    
Main aims of the course and skills developed throughout the course 
 
Cambridge IGCSE Physical Education is accepted by universities and employers as proof of knowledge and 
understanding of Physical Education. The Cambridge IGCSE Physical Education syllabus encourages learners 
to develop: 
 
 • knowledge, skills and understanding of a range of relevant physical activities 
 • an ability to plan, perform and evaluate physical activities 
 • an understanding of effective and safe performance 
 • an understanding of the role of sport and physical activity in society and in the wider world 
 • an excellent foundation for advanced study 
 • an enjoyment of physical activity. 
 
 
Areas of study – what will I learn? 
 
Candidates will study all of the following topics: 
 
 1: Anatomy and physiology 
 2: Health, fitness and training 
 3: Skill acquisition and psychology 
 4: Social, cultural and ethical influences 
 
 
Course assessment – how will I be assessed? 
 
Component 1 (50%) 

• Exam Paper: Theory 1 hour 45 minutes 
 
Component 2 (50%) 

• Coursework Candidates undertake four physical activities from at least two of the seven categories 
in PE.  

 
Where might the course take you? 
 
IGCSE Physical Education is an essential foundation for all career paths based around sport and leisure. It 
can lead to AS and A level in Physical Education, BTEC courses in Sport, Leisure and Tourism. Students 
considering the field of leisure, tourism, teaching, sports journalism and sports marketing will also find the 
course useful. 

 
 

Subject contact:  Subject Leader – Mr Ramsden dene.ramsden@rakacademy.org 
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IGCSE Physics   
Exam board and specification number – Cambridge International IGCSE 0625  

  
Who is this course suitable for and why choose it?  
  
Cambridge IGCSE Physics enables learners to:  

• Allow learners to recognise that science is evidence based and understand the usefulness, and the 
limitations of scientific method.  
• Encourage safe and efficient investigative practice.  
• Encourage a systematic approach to problem solving  

  
This programme balances a thorough knowledge and understanding of Physics, and develops skills that will 
be useful for further education or employment.  
  
Brief introduction:     
Main aims of the course and skills developed throughout the course  
  
• Develop practical skills relevant to the study and practice of Physics.  
• Enable learners to appreciate that the applications of science may be both beneficial and detrimental  

to the individual, and the community and the environment.  
• Develop effective communication through the language of science.  
• Develop a concern for accuracy and precision, objectivity, integrity, and initiative in Chemistry.  
  
Areas of study – what will I learn?  
  
Pupils will study a variety of Chemistry concepts including but not limited to;  

• General physics  
• Thermal physics  
• Properties of waves, including light and sound  
• Electricity and magnetism  
• Atomic physics  

  
Course assessment – how will I be assessed?  
  

• 100% examination, students will sit 3 papers.  
  

Paper Paper type Final grade (%) Time (min) Core/Extended 
Paper 1 Multiple choice 30 45 Core 
Paper 2 Multiple choice 30 45 Extended 
Paper 3 Short and long 

written answer 
50 75 Core 

Paper 4 Short and long 
written answer 

50 75 Extended 

Paper 6 Alternative to 
practical 

20 60 Core and Extended 

  
Where might the course take you?  
  
IGCSE Physics is the scientific discipline involved with matter and its motion, and its behaviour through 
space and time. It studies the related entities of energy and force, and tries to understand how the universe 
behaves. It can lead to AS and A level in Physics, or Physics as a subject choice in IB. IGCSE Physics will 
develop skills in scientific calculation, the ability to predict new technologies, and suggest efficiencies of 
modern day appliances, which are a pre-requisite for many career pathways. Students considering the field 
of engineering, mechanics, data analyst, would be recommended to take this course.  
  

Subject contact:  Subject Leader – Dr R Thorn, Rebecca.Thorn@rakacademy.org  
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iGCSE Spanish* 
 

Exam board and specification number – Cambridge Foreign Language (0530) 

 
Who is this course suitable for and why choose it? 
 
This course is suitable for students in Pathway R. The course starts at beginner level. The 
course will allow pupils to gain a solid foundation of the Spanish language in four skills: 
Reading, Writing, Listening and Speaking. 
 
Brief introduction:    
Main aims of the course and skills developed throughout the course 
In completing the Spanish IGCSE students will be confident in their understanding of how 
the language works. They will understand and communicate in Spanish through a variety 
of contexts. Students will use acquired grammar skills correctly and punctuate and spell 
accurately. 
 
Areas of study – what will I learn? 
 

• Everyday activities 
• Personal and social life 
• The world around us  
• The world of work  
• The international world  

 
 
Course assessment – how will I be assessed? 
100% examination  
 

Paper Paper type Final grade (%) Time (min) 
Paper 1 Listening 25 45 
Paper 2 Multiple choice 25 60 
Paper 3 Speaking 25 10 
Paper 4 Written 25 60 

 
 

 
Where might the course take you? 
 
IGCSE Spanish develops a set of transferable skills for understanding and communicating 
in everyday situations in Spanish. Learners begin to develop cultural awareness of 
countries and communities where Spanish is spoken. They acquire the essential linguistic 
skills required for progression to further studies or employment. 
 

 
Subject contact:  Subject Leader – Ms. Jakeya Khanom. Jakeya.khanom@rakacademy.org  

 


