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IPK Weekly Distance Learning Update 2

13" Sept 2020
Dear Parents and Guardians,
We hope that this update finds you all well as we begin our second week of distance
learning (DL). Google Classroom is the online learning platform for this year, across all
RAKA schools. Accompanying this initiative will be the introduction Chromebooks (laptops)
for G2 to 9 students — further details forthcoming. The lower school online classes are
being delivered via Google Virtual Classrooms. For teacher communications we are using
ClassDojo and email.

One of the reasons we chose Google Classrooms as the online learning platform is its ease
of use for students. One of our learning priorities this year is to increase student
independence in being able to self-manage their learning, known as the IB Approaches to
Learning (ATLs). We understand the demands of DL places upon parents’ time. Our aim is
to upskill the students’ technology skills so they can manage their learning online more
automatously. With a blend of live-sessions (explanations and questioning) and
asynchronous activities set-up on the Google Classroom platform, we will be placing where
possible the responsibility on students to complete the work independently.

In regard to our COVID situation, we have had all staff retested in the past week, and we will again
require all staff to be retested again prior to re-opening, which is anticipated Sunday 20t
September. We will continue to work with the Ministry of Health, Ministry of Education and RAK
Hospital for the best possible safety measures. The IPK campus has been quarantined and
disinfected in all rooms. Upon re-opening, students and staff will operate in smaller independent
teams (bubbles), minimising cross-over between groups. All staff will be re-tested on a two-week
cycle.

On the learning front, timetables are being adjusted this coming week to better suit the live-
sessions and independent learning. From Pre-K to Grade 5 we are making Inquiries into ‘Who We
Are’. Central Ideas as follows:

e PreK- We use our senses to understand the world.

e KG1 - Friends care for and help each other.

o KG2 - Friendships need care to develop.

e Grade 1 - Celebrations bring families together.

e Grade 2 - Differences in values can contribute to human relationships.

e Grade 3 - Our body is affected by our lifestyle choices.

e Grade 4 - Personal choices affect our community.

e Grade 5 - Health promotes and supports our well-being.

We really appreciate your support and involvement with distance learning implementation. We
thank you for your continued patience and understanding during this most challenging
time. Should you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact your child’s class teacher
via email or ClassDojo. If needed, our hotlines are available to take your message 050 6800821 &
050 7100825.

Huge, huge thanks.
Mr Wayne
Head of School IPK
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