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Learning Excellence with a Community Heart

Attendance at School

September 2019
Dear Parents and Guardians,

It is our mission to help your child get the best possible education. Attendance at school and academic progress
go hand-in-hand. It is very important for students to attend school every day as frequent absences can seriously
affect the academic progress and social learning of students.

How important is attendance?

A high attendance rate is extremely important because students are more likely to succeed in academics
when they attend school consistently. It is difficult for students to build their skills, attitudes to learning
and progress if they are frequently absent. In addition to falling behind in academics, students who are not
in school on a regular basis are more likely to experience behavioural issues. When students are absent for an
average of just two days of school per month - even when the absences are excused - a negative impact on
learning and progress is usually noticed.

What is the expected attendance?

Last year in IPK, our whole school attendance was less than 90% - this equates to every pupil missing half a day’s
learning every week! In order to show how seriously we are now viewing attendance across RAK Academy, each
school has set a target of whole school attendance of 94%. This equates to a student having no more than 10
days absence per year. Students falling below 94% attendance will receive letters about this issue. Students
whose attendance falls below 92% will be liable to repeat the grade. This also applies to students who have
been absent from school for 10 consecutive days. Continued unauthorised absences will be sent to the Ministry of
Education (MOE).

How can you help?

Ensuring regular school attendance is one of the most powerful ways you can prepare your child for success -
both in school and in life beyond. When you make school attendance a priority, you help your child get better
results, develop healthy life habits, make better behaviour decisions and have a better chance of graduating
successfully from Secondary School.

What else is the school doing?

If you are worried about attendance issues, you are always welcome to visit school and speak to someone. We
will keep you informed about your child’s attendance with regular contact if there has been an absence, and
letters to let you know if attendance has started to become a concern.

Timings

Remember, your child is expected to be at school in time for the UAE National Anthem at 7:45am with
registration taking place at 7:50am. Students who arrive after 8am are recorded as ‘late’ on the register.
Reception staff will need to then sign your child in officially online and print out a registration entry slip in order
to be allowed into the classroom.

Thank you for your support for improving student learning.

Mr Wayne Richardson Mr Phil Edwards
Head of School IPK Assistant Head — Student Development
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