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RAK Academy 
IPK Home Learning Policy 

IB PYP 
 
Rationale 
Learning at home is an essential part of the home school partnership in education. The purpose 
of Home Learning (HL) is to support, enhance and extend the work done in school during the day 
and to provide practice in key skills and learnt strategies. As the PYP is an inquiry-based 
programme, we primarily set open-ended, investigative home learning assignments. Home 
learning is an opportunity for our students to develop responsibility, independent and 
collaborative learning skills, placing them in good stead for secondary schooling.  
 
Guiding Principles 

• HL tasks and times must be manageable for the students. Home learning implementation 
must also be flexible so as not to cause conflict with family priorities. 

• A significant activity for children of primary age is active play such as, outdoor play, 
swimming, drama. Set home learning activities should never interfere with the 
development of play and/or recreation after school. 

• HL is a focus and extension on the teaching and learning within the classroom 

• HL is an integral part of the curriculum and is planned and prepared alongside all other 
programmes of learning.  

• HL will be appropriate to the age, attainment and circumstances of the students, taking 
into account language and additional learning needs. 

• HL is an integral part of the home – school student, parent and school partnership.  

• HL is an opportunity to engage with their child in their learning journey. 

• Home Learning:  
o should be manageable by the student and the teacher, with the aim of 

consolidating tasks and experiences that have taken place in the classroom;  
o should align with the School Vision and Mission, PYP philosophy and be orientated 

around inquiry, investigation, application and consolidation of skills and critical 
thinking;  

o is marked and feedback to students and parents in a timely manner;  
o consistently using a variety of strategies and materials, including on occasion 

access to a computer and the Internet. 
Timings 
Recommended duration of Home Learning should be as follows. 

▪ KG2 – Grade 1:  approx. 35 minutes/night including investigations, reading, and Arabic 
practice;  

▪ Grades 2-5:  50 minutes/night including investigations, reading and Arabic practice. 
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Implementation 

1. Home Learning could be set daily or over a week allowing children to manage their time, 
afterschool activities and home priorities.  

2. There should be consistency throughout the year level.  
3. Home Learning tasks are given out weekly in KG2 to Grade 5, and to Pre-K and KG1 

children, when applicable. 
4. Each week home learning should include a weekly overview which is provided to parents, 

with the aim of outlining any the following examples:  
a. on which day Home Learning will be sent home, and which day it is expected back 

at school;  
b. an estimate of ‘how long’ each task should take;  
c. investigations or tasks for the Unit of Inquiry; 
d. tasks for English language 
e. tasks for Arabic language;  
f. tasks for Islamic Studies;  
g. tasks for Social Studies;  
h. tasks for reading, such as:  

i. a character analysis or description;  
ii. retelling the story to a parent;  

iii. drawing a picture of one of the scenes in the story;  
iv. identifying the problem and solution in the text;  
v. rewriting the ending in their own way;  

vi. making connections to their own lives or another text;  
i. an inquiry or task for mathematics. Investigations such as:  

i. mapping out a room in the house and calculating the area;  
ii. investigating the different things in the house that can be measured using 

a certain unit;  
iii. discovering patterns in the real world;  
iv. interviewing family/community members, collecting and recording data 

and presenting to the class;  
v. researching a real world context;  

vi. creating a box to hold a certain ‘precious’ item;  
vii. games involving number and calculation; 

viii. practice times tables; 
ix. completing online Maths tasks as a check-back of understanding from class.  

j. Writing a weekly journal. (English and/or Arabic); 
k. Completing spelling routines through investigation of word work;  
l. Practicing Arabic character formation;  
m. Weekly reflections of their Learning;  
n. Developing key-board skills using free soft-ware such as BBC Dancemat: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/typing/  
o. Watching a video clip and preparing questions, concerns or observations to share 

back in class;  
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p. Cooking at home and completing the recipe to share with the class;  
q. Creating a 3D representation; 
r. Creating a photo diary / essay to share with the class;  
s. Interviewing someone in the community to support the UOI; 
t. Finding or selecting a suitable item to bring to ‘show and share’;  
u. Sharing a picture or some school learning with parents.  
v. Developing creative solutions to a ‘problem’ (real or fabricated). 

5. Students should be encouraged to complete Home Learning tasks with care, 
thoughtfulness and with pride. Presentation skills are part of HL.  

6. If students do not complete Home Learning tasks, the teacher and parents communicate 
seeking how to assist and/or rearrange HL tasks. Parents are encouraged to communicate 
with their teacher should their child be struggling with some of the Home Learning tasks.  

7. Ongoing concerns or problems with regards to student Home Learning tasks may need a 
special meeting with parents and the school administration to reach a manageable HL 
load. Parents may choose not to enforce the completion of home learning. However, this 
must be noted on a Progress Alert as evidence. 

 
Monitoring and Evaluating: 
The School is aware of the need to regularly review our policies to take into account new 
initiatives, changes in curriculum or developments in technology.  
Original policy date: 2015 
Reviewed May 2016, Updated Aug 2019. 
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