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Learning Excellence with a Community Heart

Family of Schools

Thursday 26" March 2020
ISK PARENT UPDATE 1: DISTANCE LEARNING PROGRAMME
Dear Parents,

First, | thank all of you for your feedback and suggestions regarding our distance learning programme and the work
overload it is creating for many students and parents. In line with the letter sent by Dr Geraghty yesterday, we have
shortened the lessons and reduce the expectation of work in response. We have also improved the visual and interactive
instructions and content in the lessons. Initially, we prioritised senior and exam classes until we knew there was sufficient
bandwidth to cope. We have now increased this content for students in grades 6 to 9. We will continue to monitor and
adjust so please do continue to contact us. This is a learning process for all concerned and by working together we can
develop it further.

All external exams (IGCSE, AS, A Level and IB Diploma) have now been cancelled by the authorities. However, please note
that we will still have to provide grade information to the exam board for them to calculate the final grade. This means that
students must continue with online learning until further notice. We expect to receive instruction on this over the weekend
and early next week and | will write to parents immediately following this.

Finally, | recognise that this is a difficult time for everyone: balancing childcare, teaching, working from home and worrying
about the stresses of the current global situation. It is important that students have some time off laptops, doing physical
exercise or relaxing where possible. This is one reason for the shorter lessons. Children should be given the chance to talk
about their concerns but also about other things, apart from the news. Please try to provide these opportunities for their
wellbeing as much as you can. | also remind all parents that our counselling team remains available to help any student or
parent who wants to contact them. Tamar Abou Samra tamar.abousamra@rakacademy.org , Ino Ewart
ino.ewart@rakacademy.org and Mary Zeidan mary.zeidan@rakacademy.org. For any enquiries about university entrance,
given the current circumstances, please contact Wadih Abou Aziz wadih.abouaziz@rakacademy.org .

To create a balance between the academic resources and the students’ well-being , a Google Classroom will be set up for
Grade 6, 7 and 8 students called “ We are here to help you” by the Pastoral Team. A code will be sent to students to access
this Classroom. Assemblies, fun activities, breathing exercises and other wellbeing activities and resources will be posted to
help the students during this stressful time.

| wish everyone in our community the very best. Stay safe.
Edward

Edward Bantry White

Head of School

The International Secondary School, Khuzam (ISK)
Ras Al Khaimah Academy
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